To: Brooks, Karl[brooks.kari@epa.gov]}

From: Engelhardt, Steven

Sent: Fri 4/25/2014 11:15:54 PM

Subject: ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH: High levels of radiation found in soil at Bridgeton Municipal
Athletic Complex

Hi Karl,
Sorry to mess up your weekend vibe,

SBE

High levels of radiation found in soil at
Bridgeton Municipal Athletic Complex

1 hour ago * By Blythe Bernhard

High levels of radiation have been found in a drainage ditch at the Bridgeton Municipal
Athletic Complex, according to independent testing from residents who live near the
radioactive West Lake Landfill.

Preliminary test results show ""an unusual gamma (radiation) spike,” in one of the soil
samples, according to Dawn Chapman, one of the resident organizers.

The test results are being analyzed by an out-of-state lab and were also sent to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, which oversees West Lake Landfill under its Superfund
toxic sites program.

""Right now we're not trying to close the ball fields or anything other than give it to the
EPA and let them come in and do their testing," Chapman said. "It's a red flag. The only
thing we're doing and using this machine for is to try and put pressure on these agencies to
come out and test."

Last week, attorney Daniel Finney Jr., who is suing the owners of West Lake Landfill,
donated a $16,000 radiation detector to the residents who live near the Bridgeton site.
The GammaPal device can detect radiation in soil, water and food. The residents were
concerned about the youth ball fields less than a mile from the radioactive landfill.

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has said that the radioactive contamination is
contained to the West Lake site.

Ben Washburn, a spokesman for the EPA, said it is too early to say what the test results
mean.

""We received the information from the community on Friday afternoon regarding
sampling conducted by the public at the Bridgeton Municipal Athletic Complex,"
Washburn said. ""We have forwarded the information on to our technical experts for
review."
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